
 

 

 

The Centenary Spirit 
Our Connection to God and One Another  

 

Dear Centenary Family, 
 

    May arrives fresh from April rains that have been a blessing and a 
much needed relief from the drought we have experienced for so long. 
Gardens have been planted and will grow in the beauty of the May, a 
month made famous by the inspiring words of William Wordsworth:  
“I hear the Echoes through the mountains throng, the Winds 

come to me from the fields of sleep, and all the earth is gay; Land and sea give themselves up to 
jollity, And with the heart of May Doth every beast keep holiday.”  
We may not be so romantic, but should not the people of faith be overwhelmed by awe and joy at the 
beauty of every spring day and the mystery that is life? “This is the Day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in 
it!” O Lord, give us the eyes of faith to see the beauty that is life itself and to rejoice in your great gift. 
 

    Many of our folks are ill in hospitals or in homes and some are facing some significant trials. I encourage you to keep this 
entire church family in your prayers daily. “The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous 
person avails much.” 
   

    May brings the Oklahoma Annual Conference in Oklahoma City. Methodism is marked 
every year and then every four years by “holy conferencing”, wherein the ministers and 
some lay people meet, called by bishops to encourage one another, to preach, pray and 
bear witness, and to receive the appointments for the next year. Please keep the 
Conference in your prayers, that God’s Spirit will guide all the gatherings, and that God’s 
will will be done in all things. 
    

    Beginning the first Sunday in May, and all throughout the month, save for May 10, we 
will be observing Methodist Heritage Month. The worship, preaching and singing will be 
focused on various themes that will highlight Methodist traditions, and Methodism’s 
contribution to the larger body of Christianity. May 24 is the traditional day that Methodists 
remember John Wesley’s “heartwarming” experience on Aldersgate Street in London in 
1738, and we will, too. We will weave this emphasis in with our celebration of Ascension 
Sunday (May 17), Pentecost (May 24) and Trinity Sunday (May 31). Please keep these 
important services in your prayers and be faithful in your attendance! 
    

    On Sunday, May 10, Dr. Gary Peluso-Verdend will be our guest at the Spring offering 
of the “Seminary at Centenary”. Dr. Peluso-Verdend is the President of Phillips 
Theological Seminary in Tulsa, and is an ordained United Methodist elder. He has written 
a significant volume entitled Paying Attention: Focusing Your Congregation On What 
Matters, and will be speaking on congregational development. His sermon and discussion 
following lunch in Young Hall will dovetail with the work of our Outreach Committee led by 
Jon Polcha in clarifying Centenary’s community mission obligations and opportunities. 
Please sign up in the Narthex for lunch that day and come to be part of this unique and 
stimulating opportunity. 
   

    May God bless you with peace; and may God direct you to challenging service for 
God’s Kingdom in our day! 
 

Faithfully,  

Pastor Keith 

 
 

Keith O. McArtor 
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Hymn Story: "Woman in the Night" 
The United Methodist Hymnal, No. 274 

  

Perhaps you’ve noticed that I love to introduce hymns 
that might not be familiar to our congregation. Our 
hymnal is full of lovely and powerful music. On Mother’s 
Day, Abby McArtor will present a new hymn for us, 
“Woman in the Night.” This hymn traces the life of Christ 
from birth through resurrection, from the perspective of 
women whom he encountered. 

 

The words were written by Dr. Brian Wren, one of the most acclaimed and 
published living hymn writers of today. He was born and raised in Romford, 
Essex, England in 1936. Dr. Wren was ordained in the United Reformed 
Church in Great Britain. He is married to a United Methodist minister. 
 

Dr. Wren notes that this text for “Woman in the Night” started to form when 
he was attempting to write a Christmas carol  “which I abandoned because it 
was stale and secondhand.” Having recently read Elisabeth Moltmann-
Wendel’s book, The Women Around Jesus, he started to think about some 
of these women. “They have always been in the gospel record, but my 
male-centered outlook had not noticed their importance. The song grew 
from there. I find that, depending on gender and experience, singers 
respond with surprise or recognition.” 
 

In four short lines of five syllables each, each stanza paints a scene in which 
Jesus encounters a woman or women. Though the biblical accounts leave 
some of them without names, they are major players in the gospel drama, 
and their experience speaks to all.  
 

Stanza one focuses on Mary, unnamed in the hymn, “spent from giving 
birth.”  
 

Stanza two recalls Jesus’ encounter with the woman with the issue of blood 
who was healed by Jesus. In a culture where interactions between men and 
women were limited, the poet says, “touching is allowed.” 
 

Stanza three addresses the Samaritan woman at the well. She is invited to 
“drink your heart’s desire.”  
 

Stanza four recalls the unnamed woman who bathed Jesus’ feet with her 
tears – “love him with your hair.”  
 

Stanza five remembers Martha, the “woman in the house” and invites her to 
“leave your second place; listen, think, and speak!”  
 

Stanza six addresses the “women on the road” who bore witness to the 
resurrection in Luke.  
 

The Rev. Wren closes the hymn eloquently in the final 
stanza by reminding us that the women were last at the 
cross and first at the tomb, “earliest to mourn; earliest 
to sing!” 

Philip 
 

I hope you didn’t miss the Cherokee National Youth Choir. They were 
absolutely fantastic. Ronnie and Mike’s flute/drum duet was pretty special, 
too. Thank you, Ronnie, for arranging for the choir to come bless our 
congregation. Another thanks goes to Don Conner for the tasty meal. 
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Upcoming 

Events: 

 Mother’s 

Day 
Sunday, May 10 

 

   
 

Gospel Fest 
Friday, May 15 

6:30 p.m. tickets 

$5.00 

All money will go to 

the landscaping 

efforts at 

Centenary 

 

   
 

Seminary 
at 

Centenary 
Sunday May 10 

Dr. Gary Peluso-
Verdend   

 

   
 

UMW Open House 

May 21, 7:00 p.m. 
 

   
 

Pentecost Reception 

in the Narthex 
Sunday May 24 after 

church service 

Philip Comer  



 

 

 

 

Native American Ministries Sunday was highlighted with the Cherokee National 

Youth Choir. Forty-five young men and women from Tahlequah (and recently back from a 
performance at the National Museum for Native Americans in Washington D.C.), graced 
Centenary with their singing both in the regular worship service and an encore performance at a 
special Native American luncheon prepared by our own chef, Don Conner.   
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Seminary at Centenary 
 

Mark your calendars for next installment of 

Seminary at Centenary presented by Dr. Gary 

Peluso-Verdend, President and Associate 

Professor of Practical Theology at Phillips 

Theological Seminary. As always, Dr. Peluso 

will begin with his sermon during regular 

service and continue with an in-depth 

presentation during lunch in Young Hall. Lunch 

is provided, HOWEVER, you must sign up on 

the sheet located in the Narthex. 
 

Sunday May 10th 

REMEMBER YOUR CHURCH 
When Planning Your Estate 

One of our most important acts of 
stewardship is the final distribution of our 

life’s accumulation. How we share our 
estate speaks volumes about our values 

and our concerns for our loved ones. 
As Christians we need to be good 
stewards of that which God has 

provided us, and this means 

completing a written estate plan. 



 

 

 

 
 

Ash Wednesday through Easter saw lots of activities. 

During Lent we were treated to 

both Lenten witnesses and 

sermons from a 

variety of 

presenters, a Town 

Hall meeting 

helped clarify the 

direction we, as a 

church, will go, We 

also hosted the Fifth 

Sunday Hymn Sing 

that the westside 

Methodist churches have implemented 

over the past year or so. Palm Sunday 

began Holy Week followed by the 

Maundy Thursday 

service, the filling of gift 

baskets for our shut-ins, 

and finally Easter Sunday 

with a pot-luck breakfast 

and egg hunt for the 

children. During the 

Easter service our 

Chancel Choir presented 

a wonderful cantata. 
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UMW Open House 

Centenary UMW is inviting all 

Centenary women to a special 

Open House on Thursday, May 

21 at 7:00 p.m. 

Please mark your calendars for 

this special evening. 
Contact Melanie Dewey (918) 814-2001 

for additional information. 
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May 2015 Calendar 

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

 

 

 

11 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ronnie 

Patterson 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

Interfaith Tour  
of Temple Israel 

After Church 
Sign Up in Narthex 

Eat Healthy 
nutrition class 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Good Timers 
10:00 a.m. 

Craft Group 
1:30 p.m. 

 

Katie Carpenter 

Yoga Class 
10:30 a.m. 

 

Bible Study 6:30 
p.m. 

Choir 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
Allison Freeman 

 
 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Outreach 10 a.m. 

Young Hall 
 

Mother’s Day 
 

Seminary at 

Centenary 
Dr. Gary Peluso-

Verand 

Eat Healthy 
nutrition class 

6:00 p.m. 

Trustees 6 p.m. 
 
 
 

Yoga Class 
10:30 a.m. 

 

Bible Study 6:30 
p.m. 

Choir 6:30 p.m 

 

UMW 
10 a.m. 

 

 

 

Gospel Fest 
6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Scott Reid 

 

 

 

 

 

A.J. Winnins 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Outreach 10 a.m. 
Young Hall 

 

 

Eat Healthy 
nutrition class 

6:00 p.m 
. 

Finance 6 p.m 
 

 

 

 
 

Keith McArtor 

Yoga Class 
10:30 a.m. 

 

Bible Study 6:30 
p.m. 

Choir 6:30 p.m. 
 

Cheri Williams 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

UMW Open 

House  

7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Outreach 10 a.m. 

Young Hall 

Pentecost 
Reception in 
the Narthex Memorial Day 

 

 

 

 

Yoga Class 
10:30 a.m. 

 

Bible Study 6:30 
p.m. 

Choir 6:30 p.m 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Gwen Collins-

Derrick 

 

 

 

Mikaela 

Patterson 
31  

 
All Church Picnic  

Ft. Gibson Campground 
June 7th 

Gospel July 
All month during worship service 

 

 Coming Up  



 

 

 
 

Means of Grace  

In an effort to get the Newsletter printed and to the 
congregation prior to the 1st of each month, the Means of Grace 
will now be printed on a separate sheet of paper and available 
in the Narthex as soon as possible after the end of each month. 
Email subscribers will  
be sent a copy at the 
same time. 

 

  

 

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

631 N Denver Ave 

Tulsa OK 74106 
 

Phone: 

918-583-6988 
 

E-Mail: 
centenarymethodist@att.net 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

centenaryumctulsa.org 

and like us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/CentenaryTulsa 

 

Centenary United 

Methodist Church, Inc. 

631 N Denver Ave 

Tulsa, OK 74106 

mailto:centenarymethodist@att.net

